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Chair update
It has been a very busy time for FACT over the last few months
with a range of consultations and projects underway and the
hosting of various sector forums.
Most significant, was the preparation of the FACT response to
the Tasmanian Commission of Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse
in Institutions.
Under its terms of reference, the Commission has been asked to
inquire into what the Tasmanian Government should do to:
 better protect children against child sexual abuse in
institutional contexts in the future
 achieve best practice in the reporting of, and responding to
reports or information about, allegations, incidents or risks
of child sexual abuse in institutional contexts
 eliminate or reduce problems that currently prevent
appropriate responses to child sexual abuse in institutional
contexts, including addressing failures in, and barriers to,
reporting, investigation and responding to allegations and
incidents of abuse, and
 address or alleviate the impact of past and future child sexual
abuse in institutional contexts, including, in particular, in
ensuring justice for victims through processes for referrals
for investigation and prosecution and support services
This is a most significant Inquiry relevant to all sector
organisations as well as to Government and hopefully it will
result in the changes we all know are needed. You can view the
FACT submission against all of these objectives on our website
here https://www.fact.asn.au/get-the-facts

FACT is currently seeking input on the Under 16 Homelessness a Policy Framework for Tasmania: Children and young people
under 16 who are alone and at risk of or experiencing
homelessness. For further detail see page 2 and forward your
comments to me
A significant change has also been the establishment of new
Ministerial portfolios across our sector and FACT is striving to
gain a meeting with the new Minister for Children and Youth
very soon.
FACT has also been working with our National Partner, the Child
Wellbeing Association of Australia (CAFWAA) to contribute to
the development of an e-safety project for children and their
foster carers.
If you would like to get involved in this project or contribute to a
consultation or simply to forward on any other information or
advice please contact me at caroline@fact.asn.au.
Stay safe this winter.

Caroline
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SECTOR UPDATES
SAFE HOMES, FAMILIES, COMMUNITIES: TASMANIA’S ACTION PLAN
FOR FAMILY AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE 2019-2022 UPDATE:
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence
Following the recent state election, Ms Jacquie Petrusma MP has been announced as the Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence.
Many of you will have worked with Minister Petrusma in her previous roles as Minister for Women and Minister
for Human Services in which time she oversaw implementation of key government responses to family violence,
including the development of Tasmania’s first family violence action plan.

Harmful Sexual Behaviours Program
In March 2021, the Tasmanian Government announced that the Sexual Assault Support Service (SASS) has been
engaged to deliver the Harmful Sexual Behaviours Program.
Under Safe Homes, Families and Communities, the Tasmanian Government committed to deliver a statewide
harmful sexual behaviours program for children and young people up to 17 years displaying problem sexual
behaviours and sexually abusive behaviours (Action 9).

The program commenced on 1 April 2021 and is now open for referrals.
For more information, please visit the SASS website, or contact SASS on 6231 0044.

New family and sexual violence resources
A reminder that community language factsheets and audio recordings, and our non-physical violence campaign
posters and postcards, are available to download at the ‘Resource Hub’ on the Tasmanian Government’s Safe from
Violence website.
Rule of Thumb podcast (Season 2)
Women’s Legal Service Tasmania has released Season 2 of its Rule of Thumb podcast. The eight-episode podcast
series helps to build a better understanding the many different types of abuse that people experience and outlines
the practical things people can do to take effective bystander action. The podcast series is available for download
on Whooshkaa or on the Women’s Legal Service Tasmania website.
Sexual Assault Support Service (SASS) videos
SASS, in partnership with Healthy Tasmania, has released a series of short videos to increase awareness of its
services and assist first time clients to better understand what to expect when visiting SASS.
Topics also include self-management techniques for adults following trauma, tips on how to respond to a
disclosure of sexual assault, and how to have conversations about sex, consent and pornography with children and
young people. The videos are available on the SASS website.
Glenorchy City Council Z-Card
Glenorchy City Council has released an updated version of the Z-Card family violence information and services
listing resources to include details of all relevant services in Tasmania.
The updated version uses visual imagery and plain English to address language and literacy barriers, and contains
16 language translations.
Launched in March 2021, the resource has been sent to all 29 councils for distribution on through local networks.

TASMANIAN WELLBEING CONSULTATION REPORT RELEASED
Dozens of letters, hundreds of hand drawn
pictures, and thousands of insightful comments
from people about child and youth wellbeing have
been analysed to produce the Consultation
Report, Your Voice, Your Views, Your Say. This
report will inform the development of Tasmania’s
first Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy for 0-25
year old's.
Some of the key themes from the consultation
include:

•
•
•
•
•

Better access to health care and mental health
services;
More support for families;
Safe places for children to play, learn and grow;
Addressing bullying and family violence;
Access to affordable and stable housing;

You can read the consultation report here:
Consultation Report | Have Your Say - Wellbeing

LAUNCH OF “WHEN I WAKE UP I SMILE” - CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOK
ON WELLBEING
From the Commissioner for Children and
Young People, Leanne McLean:
Hi there!
An important part of my role as Tasmania’s Commissioner for Children and Young People is to promote
and empower the participation of children and young
people in the making of decisions, or the expressing of
opinions, on matters that may affect their lives.

In late 2020 it was my great pleasure to undertake consultations with children and young people to inform
the development of Tasmania’s Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy. Those consultations, for which I received specific funding from government, were conducted
with children aged up to 17 years from across the state.
I am pleased to let you know that, as a result of these consultations, on 24 May I launched a children’s picture book (“When I wake up I smile”) that reflects the views of Tasmanian children and young people on
what they need for good or improved wellbeing. “When I wake up I smile” captures the views of children
aged 4-8 years from selected schools across Tasmania on what wellbeing means to them.
Under the guidance of artists, children at each of the schools taking part in creative workshops, explored one
of the domains of wellbeing outlined in the Tasmanian Child and Youth Wellbeing Framework. The picture
book is accompanied by an educational resource which can be used by educators, parents and carers to I
want to take this opportunity to share the children’s picture book and educational resource with you and to
invite you to share these resources amongst your networks. The book, along with the learning resource, is
now available at: When I wake up I smile children’s picture book and Learning Resource.
Thank you to everyone who has been a part of these important consultations to inform the development of
Tasmania’s first whole of government Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy. I look forward to monitoring the
development of the strategy and advocating for the views of those who will be the recipients and custodians
of actions outlined in the strategy.
Thank you once again for your ongoing work to support Tasmanian children and young people.

CURRENT
CONSULTATIONS
The following consultations and
enquiries are currently open:
Commission of
Enquiry into Child
Sexual Abuse
Under 16 Homelessness - a Policy Framework for Tasmania:
Children and young people under 16 who are alone and at risk
of or experiencing homelessness

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO CHILD
SEXUAL ABUSE
In June FACT held a number of online roundtable discussions with our
members to gather input for FACT’s submission on behalf of our members
to the Commission of Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse. Thank you to all of
our members who participated. You can read FACT’s submission here:
https://www.fact.asn.au/get-the-facts
Under its terms of reference, the Commission has been asked to inquire
into what the Tasmanian Government should do to:

•

CLOSED CONSULTATIONS—AWAITING OUTCOMES

•

Child Safe Organisations Bill
2020

•

Child Health and Wellbeing
Strategy,
0-25 year olds
Review of Family Support Services

•

better protect children against child sexual abuse in institutional
contexts in the future
achieve best practice in the reporting of, and responding to reports or
information about, allegations, incidents or risks of child sexual abuse
in institutional contexts
eliminate or reduce problems that currently prevent appropriate
responses to child sexual abuse in institutional contexts, including
addressing failures in, and barriers to, reporting, investigation and
responding to allegations and incidents of abuse, and
address or alleviate the impact of past and future child sexual abuse in
institutional contexts, including, in particular, in ensuring justice for
victims through processes for referrals for investigation and
prosecution and support services.

Further information on the Commission of Inquiry can be found here:
https://www.commissionofinquiry.tas.gov.au/home

UNDER 16 HOMELESSNESS - A POLICY FRAMEWORK FOR TASMANIA: CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE UNDER 16 WHO ARE ALONE
AND AT RISK OF OR EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS
In June 2019, the then Minister for Human Services announced the establishment of an Under 16 Homelessness
Taskforceto develop a greater understanding of the issues associated with under 16 homelessness in Tasmania. The
Taskforce’s final report, delivered in December 2019, recommended a range of immediate and longer term initiatives
to improve outcomes for this vulnerable cohort.
An Under 16 Homelessness Working Group was formed in June 2020 to oversee implementation of the Taskforce’s
immediate initiatives and provide advice on longer-term recommendations. One of the key outputs from the working
group is the development of the Under 16 Homelessness - a Policy Framework for Tasmania: Children and young
people under 16 who are alone and at risk of or experiencing homelessness. The Framework provides a policy setting to guide our response to children and young people under the age of 16 who are alone and have nowhere safe
and stable to live.

The Under 16 Homelessness Working Group is now seeking broader feedback on this important policy setting for
children and young people.
Further information and feedback can be submitted here: https://www.communities.tas.gov.au/children/news-cys/
under-16-homelessness-a-policy-framework-for-tasmania
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TRAINING AND EVENTS

Tasmanian Youth Sector Symposium
The Youth Network of Tasmania will be hosting the inaugural Tasmanian Youth Sector Symposium
'Connect. Explore. Inspire' on Thursday, 9th September 2021.
The Symposium is the first of its kind in Tasmania dedicated to youth work; and is the only sector wide
professional development and networking opportunity for the Tasmanian youth sector workforce.
If you work in the youth sector and want to learn about evidence-based practice, examine new ideas and
best practice approaches, hear about Tasmanian Government directions and reforms and connect with like

minded people this Symposium is for you!
Registrations are now open!

AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION AND IN RESPONSE TO THE CONTINUING DEVELOPMENTS SURROUNDING COVID-19, WE HAVE MADE THE DECISION TO POSTPONE THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CHILDHOOD TRAUMA CONFERENCE AGAIN.
ALL THE DETAILS OF THE CONFERENCE STAY THE SAME. OUR SPEAKERS ARE ALL CONFIRMED
AND IT IS STILL SUCH GREAT VALUE! KEEP SCROLLING TO LEARN ABOUT THE PROGRAM AND
WHO IS PRESENTING. WE WILL BE REALLY READY TO MEET IN PERSON IN 2022. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL THE SPECIAL RATES NOW AVAILABLE.
CONFERENCE THEME: CONNECTION AND HEALING

Our International Childhood Trauma Conferences are incredible week-long events for professionals who
work with people affected by trauma associated with abuse, violence and relational disruption. Delegates
come to hear from world experts on neuroscience, trauma, attachment and therapeutic intervention. They
are also an important opportunity for local practitioners, researchers and policy makers to share and learn
from each other. More than 10,000 delegates have participated over the past three conferences.
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TRAINING AND EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP
Membership of FACT is open to family and children’s services providers across the State.
To find out how to join email us by
clicking here
For current members, please note that after more than a 12 month membership holiday
membership renewal notices ad invoices will be sent shortly for the FY-21-22.
Membership is $200 per organisation or $50 for individuals.

LUNCHTIME FORUMS
Our lunchtime forums have had a great response with our last forum
guest being Kyree Gaffney, Director of Compliance and Risk at the
Department of Justice who provided a great overview and insight in to
the process of WWVP checks . Our June lunchtime forum with the
National Children’s Commissioner has been rescheduled to 4th August at
12.30pm. For July’s lunchtime forum we will hear from Associate
Professor Philip Mendes who will speak with us on the very important
topic the ‘Benefits of extending out of home care till 21 years of age in all
Australian jurisdictions'. If you have suggested presenters please do let
us know fact@fact.asn.au Bring your lunch and hear a great
presentation or participate in an invigorating discussion.

Lunchtime Forum Dates 2021
The fourth Wednesday of
every month
12:30—1:30 PM
28 July
4 August—extra
22 September
27 October
24 November

Put the dates in your diary now!
We very much look forward to seeing you there!

FACT - Families &
Children Tasmania
PO Box 182
Kingston TAS 7051
Email

